
Year 2 – Writing Targets 

 

For an extra challenge: 

 

 

Spelling: 

• Spell many Y1 and Y2 common exception words* and words from the Y2 spelling list**  

• Spell many words containing the 40+ phonemes taught*** 

• Spell many unfamiliar words in a phonetically-plausible way 

• Use prefixes (un-) and suffixes (-s, -es, -ing, -ed, -er, -est) mostly correctly, where the 

root word is unchanged 

Handwriting: 

• Form capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship to one 

another and to lower-case letters, most of the time. 

• Form digits 0-9 correctly, almost all of the time. 

• Use spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters, almost all of the time 

Composition: 

• Write simple, coherent narratives about personal experiences and those of others (real 

or fictional). 

• Write about real events, recording these simply and clearly 

• Re-read what has been written to check it makes sense, suggesting some corrections. 

Vocabulary, Grammar and Punctuation: 

• Use the present and past tense mostly correctly 

• Use co-ordination (e.g. and, or, but) and some subordination (e.g. when, if, that, because) 

to join clauses 

• Punctuate sentences using capital letters and full stops, most of the time 

• Use question marks correctly, most of the time 

• Use capital letters for names of people, places, and days of the week, most of the time 

• Use a capital letter for the pronoun ‘I’ almost all of the time 

• Use many Year 2 grammatical terms when discussing their writing > 

• Write effectively and coherently for different purposes, drawing on reading to inform 

the vocabulary and grammar included. 

• Make simple additions, revisions and proof-reading corrections to their own writing, 

some of the time. 

• Use the range of punctuation taught across KS1 mostly correctly  > > 

• Spell most Y1 and Y2 common exception words* 

• Add suffixes to spell most words correctly in their writing (e.g. -ment, -ness, -ful, -less 

and -ly) 

• Use the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join some letters. 
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*Y1 common exception words     Y2 common exception words  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

**Y2 spelling list 
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**Y2 spelling list (continued) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

**40+ phonemes taught 
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> Y1 grammatical terms 

 

letter 

capital letter 

word 

singular 

plural 

sentence 

punctuation 

full stop 

question mark 

exclamation mark 
 

Y2 grammatical terms 

 

present tense 

simple past tense 

proper noun 

noun 

adjective  

verb 

adverb 

statement 

question 

exclamation 
 

>> Range of punctuation taught up to Year 2: 
 

Capital letters (sentence punctuation) 

Full stops (sentence punctuation) 

Capital letters (proper nouns) 

Capital letters for the pronoun I 

Question marks 

Exclamation marks 

Commas for lists 

Apostrophes for contractions 

Apostrophes for singular possession 
 

 

command 

noun phrase 

expanded noun phrase 

apostrophe 

suffix 

comma 

compound 
 


