
Year 5 - Writing Targets  

 

For an extra challenge: 

Spelling: 

• Spell most words from learning in previous year groups and some words from the year 5/6 spelling 

list* 

• Use known spelling strategies, dictionaries or other appropriate materials to check the spelling of 

uncommon or ambitious vocabulary. 

Handwriting: 

• Write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed, most of the time.  

• Maintain the use of correctly-joined handwriting throughout extended writing. 

Composition: 

• Write for a range of purposes and audiences, demonstrating a clear understanding of appropriate 

language, form and grammatical structures for the reader (e.g. clarity, formality, tense etc.), most 

of the time. 

• In narratives, describe settings, characters and atmosphere effectively. 

• In narratives, begin to convey character and advance the action through dialogue, maintaining a 

balance of speech and description. 

• Use a range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs (conjunctions, adverbs, 

prepositions, pronouns, synonyms), some of the time. 

• Use paragraphs to group information around a theme, most of the time. 

• Use relative clauses (beginning who, which, when, whose etc..)  to vary sentence structure, some of 

the time. 

• Use varying sentence openers, sentence types, sentence structures and sentence lengths some of 

the time. 

Vocabulary, Grammar and Punctuation: 

• Use apostrophes for singular and plural possession mostly correctly. 

• Use a range of verb tenses consistently and correctly throughout most pieces of writing. 

• Write in complete sentences (main clause with a subject and verb) almost all of the time. 

• Effectively proof-read (editing to correct spelling, grammar and punctuation errors), most of the 

time. 

• Punctuate direct speech using inverted commas, and a comma before or after the reporting clause, 

mostly correctly.  

• Use commas after fronted adverbials, and to separate subordinate/relative clauses, mostly 

correctly. 

• Use brackets, dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis, sometimes correctly. 

• Use appropriate nouns and pronouns for clarity and to avoid repetition, most of the time. 

• Use the full range of punctuation taught up to Year 5 mostly correctly** 

• Use many Year 1/2/3/4/5 grammatical terms when discussing their writing*** 

• Sustain writing standards across extended pieces, most of the time. 

• Choose precise and effective vocabulary, according to the purpose and audience, and adapt this 

when editing to improve effect, most of the time. 

• Demonstrate effective descriptive/grammatical techniques to interest the reader (of those 

taught in Year 5). 

• Use varying sentence openers, sentence types, sentence structures and sentence lengths most of 

the time. 

• To begin to use punctuation, language and sentence constructions to show the difference between 

formal and informal writing (e.g. contractions, slang, dialect) 
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**Range of punctuation taught up to Year 5: 
 

Capital letters (sentence punctuation) 

Full stops (sentence punctuation) 

Capital letters (proper nouns) 

Question marks 

Exclamation marks 

Commas for lists 

Apostrophes for contractions 

Apostrophes for singular possession 

Inverted commas around direct speech 

 

 

*** Y1 grammatical terms 
letter 

capital letter 

word 

singular 

plural 

sentence 

punctuation 

full stop 

question mark 

exclamation mark 

 

Y5 grammatical terms 
Modal verb 

Relative pronoun 

Relative clause 

Parenthesis 

Bracket 

Dash 

Cohesion 

Ambiguity 

Formal 
Informal 

 

Y2 grammatical terms 
noun 

noun phrase 

expanded noun phrase 

statement 

question 

exclamation 

command 

compound 

suffix 

adjective 

adverb 

verb 

present tense 

past tense 

apostrophe 

comma 

proper noun 

Y3 grammatical terms 
preposition 

conjunction 

word family 

prefix 

main clause 

subordinate clause 

direct speech 

inverted commas 

consonant 

vowel 

consonant letter vowel (e.g. h in hour) 

present perfect form 

 

 

Y4 grammatical terms 
Determiner 

Pronoun 

Possessive pronoun 

Adverbial 

*Year 5/6 spelling list: 
• spells words with Endings which sound like /ʃəs/ spelt –cious or –tious (e.g. vicious, ambitious) and 

endings which sound like /ʃəl/ spelt –cial or –tial (e.g. official, partial)  

• spells words ending in –ant, - ance/-ancy, (e.g. observant/ observance); hesitant/hesitancy -ent, - 

ence/-ency (innocent/innocence; frequent/frequency)  

• spells words ending in – able/-ible (e.g. adorable/adorably) and words ending in –ably/-ibly (e.g. 

possible/possibly)  

• adds suffixes beginning with vowel letters to words ending in –fer (e.g. referring, referred, 

referral, preferring/ reference, referee)  

• uses the hyphen – e.g. joining prefixes where the prefix ends and root word begins with a vowel 

e.g. co-ordinate, re-enter  

• spells words with the /i:/ sound spelt ei after c (e.g. deceive, conceive, receive, perceive, ceiling)  

• spells words containing the letter-string ough (covering the full range of sounds (ought, rough, 

cough, though, through, thorough, plough)  

• spells words with silent letters (e.g. doubt, island, lamb, solemn, thistle, knight) 

• transforms verbs using a range of prefixes (e.g. dis-,de-, mis-, over- and re-) and understands 

how this alters the meaning of root words  

• spells some words with ‘silent’ letters (e.g. knight, psalm, solemn) 

• Appendix 1 also sets out a range of less common, more advanced homophones and easily confused 

words.>>    >>> 

 

 
 

Commas (or alternative punctuation) to separate reporting clause 

from direct speech 

 

Commas to separate a subordinate clause and main clause 

Comma after fronted adverbial 

Apostrophes for plural possession  

Brackets, dashes and commas for parenthesis 

Commas to separate relative clauses 
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>> Year 5/6 – Homophones                 >>> Year 5/6 – Common exception words 

       and near-homophones 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


